
From Theory to 
Practice: Getting 
Started with 
Scoping Reviews



Disclaimer – we are the Co-Leads of 

the Qualitative Evidence Synthesis 

(QES) Stream of ESI!

And not necessarily advocating one 

specific review methodology 



Scoping Reviews: 
Webinar 
Overview



Scoping 
reviews

• What are they?

• Why would you do one?

• How would you do one?





Resources that 
have guided and 
informed today 
include – (please 
see next 2 slides) 



Webinars available via Evidence Synthesis Ireland



https://jbi.global/scoping-review-network



What are  
Scoping 

Reviews?

• Munn Z, Pollock D, Khalil H, Alexander L, Mclnerney P, Godfrey CM, Peters M, Tricco AC. What are 
scoping reviews? Providing a formal definition of scoping reviews as a type of evidence synthesis. JBI Evid 
Synth. 2022 Apr 1;20(4):950-952. doi: 10.11124/JBIES-21-00483



Why would 
you conduct a 
Scoping 
Review?



Broadly, Scoping Reviews are conducted -

To identify the types of available evidence in a given field

To clarify key concepts / definitions in the literature 

To examine how research is conducted on a certain topic or field

To identify key characteristics or factors related to a concept 

As a precursor to a systematic review

To identify and analyse knowledge gaps 

Munn Z, Peters MDJ, Stern C, Tufanaru C, McArthur A, Aromataris E. Systematic review or 

scoping review? Guidance for authors when choosing between a systematic or scoping review 

approach. BMC Med Res Methodol. 2018 Nov 19;18(1):143. doi: 10.1186/s12874-018-0611-x.



Screenshot of slide developed by Zac Munn (ESI 
Webinar)





https://mcusercontent.com/b7a3429cdeb2d9125de40e149/images/a364bee5-3b46-4e08-f346-83a245d58445.png



Guidance for Scoping Reviews 





Identify the research question 

Identify relevant studies 

Study Selection

Charting the data

Collating, summarizing and reporting the results

Consultation exercise 

We will come back to this in more detail in a few minutes 











Discussion Point:
Not a static methodology … this can be 

a challenge for researchers





Peters MDJ, Godfrey C, McInerney P, Munn Z, Tricco AC, Khalil, H. Chapter 11: Scoping Reviews (2020 version). 

Aromataris E, Munn Z, editors. JBI Manual for Evidence Synthesis. JBI; 2020. Available 

from https://synthesismanual.jbi.global. https://doi.org/10.46658/JBIMES-20-12

https://synthesismanual.jbi.global/
https://doi.org/10.46658/JBIMES-20-12


Peters et al., 2015. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26134548

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26134548






Pollock et al (2021:2106)



























Reporting a Scoping Review 



Tricco AC, Lillie E, Zarin W, O'Brien KK, Colquhoun H, Levac D, Moher D, Peters MDJ, Horsley T, Weeks L, 

Hempel S, Akl EA, Chang C, McGowan J, Stewart L, Hartling L, Aldcroft A, Wilson MG, Garritty C, Lewin S, 
Godfrey CM, Macdonald MT, Langlois EV, Soares-Weiser K, Moriarty J, Clifford T, Tunçalp Ö, Straus SE. 

PRISMA Extension for Scoping Reviews (PRISMA-ScR): Checklist and Explanation. Ann Intern Med. 2018 

Oct 2;169(7):467-473. doi: 10.7326/M18-0850.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HOU6VbOmLjw













Discussion Point:
 

What have we learned over the years?  
How do your experiences align with the 

guidance?
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